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[Tells 2 Bnai Brith Aides
Easing Religious Laws
Was ‘Aet of Justice’

By TAD SZULC
Socclal to The Nex Vorn o
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.eral Franco, foliowing a maet.

:|with both leaders. -

- MADRID, Dec. 21 — GCex
eralissime - Francisco Franca
reportedly told two visiting
Jewish officials from the United
States today that Spain’s new
freedom-of-religion legislaticn
was ‘“an act of simple justice.”

The Spanish leader held a 25
minute conference at the PradAd
Palace here with Dr. William
A. Wexler of Savannah, Ga.,
president of B'nai B'rith, thd
Jewish service grganization, and
Saul E. Joftes of Falis Church,
Va, director-general of B'nal
B'rith’s Office of International
Affairs.

The two  officlals came ta
Madrid to be received by Gene

Ing in Rome last Monday swith
Pope Paul VI. They discussed
the Spanish religious gquestion

The new legislation, now sx-
pected to go before the Cortes
(parliament) for final approval
Jan. 20, estabiishes legal pro-
tection for worship by non-
Roman Catholics. At present,
there is a policy of ofiiciai relis
gious tolerance.

Not Absolute Fqualily

Becausz this predominantly
Catholic nation accepts Roman
Catholicism1 as the stats reli-
gion, Jews, Protestants and
other  minorities will still not
enjoy absolute equality.

There are approximately 33,-
000 Protestants and 6,000 Jewa
in Spain. The new law wil}
allow them to worship opznly
in clearly marked churchos
and synagogues. form religious
asgociations, celebrate  civil
marriages, be buried in their
own cemeteries, and bes fres
from obligatory participation
in Catholic services or teache
ings in schooly, the armed
forces and prisons.

Gereral Franco, i was
understood, 2lso sald during
the couversaticn that he had
given Spunish diplomatic and
consulhr o als in Eurepa
otders duriny World War X
to offer protacticn to Jews par-
secuted by the Nazis.
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